
OVERVIEW OF 200 YOUTH STRONG

During our Talking Transition session, we engaged over 200 youth attendees
around their capacity as experts in youth issues and presented them the opportunity to
give voice to their daily experiences in New York City. Our facilitators provided the
young people with a framework for conceptualizing their thoughts, but we endeavored
to let youth voices take center stage by facilitating small group discussion, utilizing a
town hall style open mic, and employing “Poll Everywhere”, a program which uses
texting to capture the opinions of an audience. Below you will find our poll topics, a
description of youth responses, and the trends that emerged over the evening.

Poll 1- Reflecting on your discussion, what is the one word that describes the most
critical issue for youth in NYC?

After some initial reflection followed by small group discussion, the youth in
attendance at the Transition Tent event were asked to respond to the above poll. Young
people identified bullying and social issues as their most pressing concerns,
encompassing 21% of all responses (See Chart 1). The young people specified bullying,
peer pressure, racism, and stereotyping among their answers. During the town hall
conversation, participants also enumerated the substantial side effects of bullying, such
as drug abuse and violence. Both these categories received a substantial number of votes
as well with the health issues category on a whole receiving 12% and violence and
crime 9% of the overall votes.

Concurrently, youth brought up educational issues, in terms of both their present
day experience in schools as well as their future obstacles. The education category
received 17% of the overall vote, with youth specifying key issues such as the Common
Core, school budgets, and the achievement gap. Apart from this, 8% of students
identified college issues as key challenges for youth, speaking both to college readiness
and success once they arrive on campus.

Aside from these five categories, students identified a host of other issues,
including police-youth relations, youth voice, and the media. For a full break-down of
votes, see Appendix A.

Poll 2- The critical issue facing New York City youth is _______ because _______.
This poll asked participants to take the conversations they had with their peers

and reframe them into a single sentence. These sentences, found in Appendix B, are
quite powerful, expressing discontent with current affairs and the need for reform and
refocus in policies affecting youth. Young people cited specific examples, with one
respondent writing “the critical issue facing NYC youth is not being prepared for college
because when 50% of your grade fails the geometry regents there’s something wrong.”
Others voiced a need for youth empowerment stating they “don’t know the power and
effects of their actions.” One participant discussed the connection between isolation and
substance abuse stating that “kids turn to drugs before help from an actual human
being, maybe because they feel they are alone.”

These three quotes, alongside dozens of other responses, make clear the need for
youth voices in policy. They provide keen insight and expertise in the issues facing
young people in New York City today and bring to light how political decisions have a
real impact on their lives.



APPENDIX A: POLL 1 R ESPONSES

*not all youth in attendance were able to respond due to lack of access to cell phones.

Reflecting on your discussion, what is the one word that describes
the most critical issue for youth in NYC?

Bullying and Social Issues (29)
Bullying (15)
Peer pressure (4)
Racism (3)
Stereotypes (2)
Fitting in
LGBT bullying
Rebuilding communities
School negligence and bullying
Discrimination

Education (22)
Education (7)
Common core (3)
Ignorance (2)
Recreation (2)
School budget (2)
School food (2)
Achievement gap
Lack of electives
Education Privatization
Breaking out of traditional teaching
in the classroom

Health Issues and Substance
Abuse (16)
Drug/substance abuse (5)
Weed abuse (4)
Sexual Health (3)
Teen pregnancy (2)
Mental health services
Food

Violence and Crime (12)
Abuse (3)
Violence (3)
Child abuse
Domestic violence
Gun violence
Gangs
Crime
Rape

College (11)
College (6)
College readiness (2)
Financial aid (2)
College expenses

Youth Representation (9)
Blind to reality
Disempowerment
Disenfranchisement
Insecurity
Judgment
Negligence
Oppression
Recognition
Voice

Family Issues (9)
Poverty (3)
Housing opportunities (2)
Parenting (2)
Father/mother/child relationships
Family

Economics (8)
Money (6)
Employment (2)

Police-Youth Relations (7)
Police (3)
Stop and Frisk (2)
Juvenile justice system
Racial profiling

The Environment (5)
Environment (5)

The Media (5)
Social media (3)
Media control (2)

Total: 133*



APPENDIX B: POLL 2  RESPONSES

The Critical Issue Facing New York City Youth is__________

Bullying and Peer Pressure because:
 “we see it in schools, by the NYPD, and by our peers on a regular basis”
 “it creates a toxic environment, decreases motivation to learn, and leads to

suicide, more…”
 “we see it on all levels in society and it is getting worse!”
 “bullying affects someone much more then is actually visually seen.”
 “it leads to substance abuse, depression, etc.”

Education because:
 “it impacts every aspect of one's future.”
 “we are just being taught how to pass standardized test and not how to

prepare for college”
 “when 50% of your grade fails the geometry regents there's something wrong”
 “a lot of people tend to focus on the policing issues in our schools when we

also need to…”
 “regents do not prepare us for college; compare regents to AP tests.”
 “we’re not prepared.”
 “teachers and college admission officers don’t actualize an individual's

potential based on their external factors.”
 “there is a lack of resources in public schools and the department of education

does not split funding in a way that benefits…”
 “students don't feel comfortable talking to the adults in their schools.”

Health Issues and Substance Abuse because:
 “teen pregnancy and the lack of health education.”
 “there are too much NYC teens smoking weed and drinking.”
 “people who face these situations don't get enough support to help them back

in the right path.”
 “kids turn to drugs before help from an actual human being maybe because

they feel they are alone”
 “not enough teens are aware of the dangers of using drugs and only turn to it

in times of comfort. People who first use drugs are not addicted the first time
and they usually only continue because of their friends or they believe things
will be better if they do. They are lost and need guidance!”

Violence:
 “people are killed for stupid reasons”
 “girls don't know how to keep their legs closed guys like to have unprotected

sex and girls get raped.”



APPENDIX B: POLL 2  RESPONSES

Youth Representation because:
 “nobody expects anything good from teenagers.”
 “they are not exposed to what’s out there.”
 “youths don't know the power and effects of their actions.”
 “elected officials fail to recognize youth expertise.”
 “they do not know the power that their actions hold.”
 “ youth officials and adults in general simply assume.”

Employment because:
 “job opportunities are low and they don't want to hire people with no

experience.”

Police-Youth Relations/Stop-and-Frisk because:
 “it demonstrates racism.”
 “we don’t know our rights.”
 “the youth is constantly being targeted.”

The Media because:
  “it imposes an ideal image which us young people feel the need to live up to

these expectation.”
 “we tend to follow back influences.”
 “it distracts them.”
 “you loose the benefits of personal interaction”

Lack of Resources because:
 “in order for us to be successful we must have the proper tools.”
 “there is no funding because nobody cares.”

Overall:
  “The critical issue facing NYC youth is EVERYTHING because every issue

counts, these different issues affect everyone in different ways; just because
it's different doesn't mean it's unimportant!!!!”


